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LEARNING UNIT          
 

Title:       “ Going Green”      by    Cinzia Cattaneo 

 
 

Type of school/ class  
 

ICC “ Manzoni”, Samarate  
“E. De Amicis” Primary school , Verghera 
Class 1  B 
 

Subjects involved  Social Studies-Citizenship, Art, Technology 

Duration of unit/ number of lessons  20 

TEACHING AIMS 
- To develop a sense of caring and ownweship for the world in which we live 
- To introduce the practices of reusing and recycling as a means to help the children realise that keeping our 

Earth clean is a responsibility of every individual 
- To explore the creative process of transforming recycled objects into artworks 

 

 
Learning outcomes ( students will) 

Know 
 

- The colours of the Earth 
- The materials: plastic, metal, 

paper, glass 
- Recycling procedures 
- Artists who created works of art 

made from recycled materials 
- Creative ways to convert 

recycled materials into artworks 
- Earth Day purposes 

 
l 
 
 
 
 
 

BE ABLE TO  
 

- Identify the colours of natural 
elements 

- Identify  what material an 
object is made from 

- Sort various “trash” items by 
matching them to recycling 
labels 

- Identify which materials an 
artist used to make a work of 
art 

- Explore a variety of materials 
of their own choice to create 
visual artwork in familiar and 
new ways 

- Describe their own work of art 
( colour, shape, materials)   

 
 
 
 
 

BE AWARE OF 
 

- The importance of 
preserving the beauty of 
our planet 

- The impact that individual 
actions can make on the 
environment 

- The possibility of making 
works of art out of recycled 
objects 

 
Communication ( vocabulary, structures, funtions) 

LANGUAGE OF LEARNING 
Key vocabulary 

- Name of the colours 
- Name of some natural 

elements: tree, sky, cloud, 
water, sun, grass, 
rainbow… 

- Words to identify  recycled 
materials: plastic, metal, 
paper, glass 

- Name of some items made 
of plastic/metal/paper/glass 

- Words to describe recycling 
procedures 

- Words to describe their own 
work of art. 

LANGUAGE FOR LEARNING 
Functions  
Language support 
Children -    Guess the key words 

- Match key words to the 
right pictures 

- Listen and repeat 
- Ask and answer 

LANGUAGE THROUGH 
LEARNING 
 
Language in order to complete the    
worksheets and  to carry out the oral 
tasks 
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Cognition  
To relate colours and natural elements. 
To sort objects into groups according to the materials they are made from. 
To define what kind of objects and materials some artists used to create their works of art. 
To develop creative thinking and to design an artwork made with recycled materials. 
 

Culture  
Be respectful to nature. 
Understand that we can have a positive influence on the environment by helping to reduce the amount of litter 
and realise that we can also affect others behavior by encouraging them to recycle. 
Realise that recycling  not only benefits the environment, but it breathes new life into unwanted objects. The 
artists who created Art from recycled materials certainly believed that one person’s trash is another person’s 
treasure. 

 
Resources  
Computer, interactive board, Power Point presentations. 
Video on Youtube  
Internet: www.LearningApps.org   
              www.mentalfloss.com/articole/13046/11-artists-doing-amazing-things-recycled-materials    
 
Worksheets: 

- www.teacherspayteachers.com I can recycle fold and learn by Lita Lita 
- www.teacherspayteachers.com Earth Day Freebie What a Wonderful World 
- www.currikicdn.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com Make an Earth Day mascot  
- www.teacherspayteachers.com Earth Day printable activities by Clearly Primary 

 
Waste products ( made of plastic, paper, glass, metal) ready to be recycled and to be used for creating artworks. 
 

 

 
Assessment  The teacher carried out formative assessment in the classroom by effective questioning 

of what has been learned, by observing learners and collecting data during the lessons 
and also during collaborative group work or oral presentations. 

 

http://www.learningapps.org/
http://www.mentalfloss.com/articole/13046/11-artists-doing-amazing-things-recycled-materials
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.currikicdn.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/

