
CLIL Project: BUILD THE WORLD 
 

LEARNING UNIT 

 
Title: Build the world.  
On the road to grow up!
Type of school/ class  
 

IC Gerolamo Cardano “Cesare Battisti” Primary school class  5A 

Teacher Assunta Manna: CLIL project coordinator, English and History teacher, 
video and Power point  editor 

Subjects involved  Geography, History, Art and Poetry, Citizenship. 

Duration of unit/ number of lessons  10 lessons of two hours 

TEACHING AIMS:  
to make pupils become aw are of the area around their school and its history; 

to be able to orient themselves into  area w here the school is located; 
to learn more about the historical changes of the local area;  
to understand a story and to act it out; 
to  notice the changes of the natural and man-made elements of the territory (Bellora factory and the river); 

to be aw are of the multicultural aspects of the people w ho live in the area; 
to be able to describe people, places and objects in English, using both familiar and new ly learned  words and sentences; 
to learn new  vocabulary through reading; 
to be able to read and complete short and easy w ritten tests with visual aids to understand the general meaning and identify w ords and 

sentences already learned. 

 
Learning outcomes ( students w ill) 

Know 
 
Vocabulary to express in English expressions 
related to natural and man-made elements of 

the territory (former Bellora factory and the 
Arnetta stream) 
parts of a river; 
Indian food; nationalities, at the restaurant and 

related vocabulary; 
historical changes of the considered area. 
 
 

 

BE ABLE TO  
Listening skills: listen to a story and understand 
the main content; 
Reading skills: read  a short w ritten test about 

the history of the factory nearby the school; 
read and understand a menu; 
Oral skills: to describe orally a river identifying 
its different parts; 

to describe the changes of the Arnetta 
throughout  time; tell a story; know  the table 
manners. 
Written skills: create a comics strip; 

w rite a poem. 

BE AWARE OF 
the changes w hich have taken place in the 
area around the school; 
a story about a partisan w ho lived in 

Gallarate; 
the multicultural aspects of our school and the 
surrounding area; 
the importance to preserve natural elements 

(the Arnetta stream in the past  and today) 
and the positive effect they can achieve 
making some signif icant changes. 

 

Communication ( vocabulary, structures, funtions) 
LANGUAGE OF LEARNING 
Key vocabulary 
Words for giving directions (go straight on, 
turn left…) 

Words related to a factory to describe 
human activities. 
Words to describe the parts of a river; 

Words to identify cutlery and crockery  
Expressions to use for table manners. 
 
Grammar structure: 

- Present simple; 
- Imperative tense; 
- Past form of to be; 
- Prepositions of place; 

- There is, there are… 
- Asking and answ ering questions 

(Wh questions; w hat is it? Where 
are you from? Who is he? When 

did it happen?). 
 

LANGUAGE FOR LEARNING 
Functions, Language support 
Describing images, pictures, photos used in 
the lesson; 

Language to give directions;  
Writing a poem; 
Draw ing a comic strip 

Asking personal information; 
Identifying and naming know n objects. 
 
 

 
. 

 
  

 

LANGUAGE THROUGH LEARNING 

- Understand and use vocabulary to 
complete activities; 
-Easy questions and answers to 
interact during the lessons;  
- Classroom language and rules; 
- Understand and write down news 
words. 

 
 

Cognition Students visit the local area of the school, identify and locate places around them, identify the parts of a river, compare the 
changes occurred in the neighborhood; reflect on origins and migration movements through an interview  a dinner at an Indian restaurant;  

learning  vocabulary through an artistic and creative hands-on approach. 
 

Culture The students have learned about the changes in the surrounding area throughout time; they are aw are that they can learn using  a 
foreign language; they cooperate each other and w ith another class. 
 



CLIL Project: BUILD THE WORLD 
 
Resources Computer, LIM, photocopies, w ebsites, YouTube, photos, territory. 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html 
How  can you describe a river? http://slideplayer.com/slide/2397135/ 
http://LearningApps.org/display?v=pt0bz7hba17 
https://spark.adobe.com/video/dhFod1CblEE4y 

 
For this project w e used some photographs which were either taken by the students themselves, or kindly given by  Sestante association. 

 

 

 

 
Assessment 
 

Aim 
 Children show  

mainly orally  
their interest 

and w hat they 
acquired. 

 Teacher 

observes, 
checks, gets 

and gives 
feedback, 
tracks learning 

progress 
during and at 
the end of the 
classroom 

activities. 
 (Remedial 

w ork or move 
on) 

 

Procedure 
 Formative 

assessment for 
the lesson. 

 Summative 

assessment. 
 Self-

assessment for 
the lesson.  

Language 
structures and 
vocabulary 

Parts of a river,  
main 
information 

about the 
Arnetta stream 
today and in the 
past.  

basic 
vocabulary 
about Bellora 
factory;  

food, cutlery 
and table 
manners; 
nationalities, 

asking personal 
information  
w rite and 
memorize a 

poem 
 

Material 
Written test : 
vocabulary 

w orksheets, 
such as f ill in 
the gaps. 

Reorder the 
story, choose  
the right objects 
and answ er. 

Oral test 

Interaction 
Whole class/ 
Individual/ 

In pairs/small 
groups 

Timing 
Class test: the 
tw o tests lasted 

25 minutes 
each 
Individual test: 

from 10  to 15 
minutes each 
for individual 
oral test. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers.html
http://slideplayer.com/slide/2397135/
http://learningapps.org/display?v=pt0bz7hba17
https://spark.adobe.com/video/dhFod1CblEE4y


CLIL Project: BUILD THE WORLD 
 

TEST 1 

Project “Build the world” 
On the road … to grow up! 
Primary school ”C. Battisti” 

Class 5A 
Name: …………………….        Date:…………………. 

Rivers test 

 
 
 

mouth       meander   source              flood plain 
tributary lake  mountain  delta 

is located in  
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3. Fill in the gaps: 

 
The Arnetta ……………………………… 

It’s located in ……………………………. .On the riverbed there are small ………………………..  

and large ………………………….. 

The ………………………… are on each side of the stream. 

The wild animals that live near the stream are ………………………………., ……………………………………… 

and …………………………………………….. . 

People can cross the stream by using a ………………………………. .  

Metal ……………………………….protect children from falling into the stream.  

 

pebbles   stream  Gallarate railings   chickens 

ducks  stones  bridge  riverbanks hens 
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TEST 2 

Project “Build the world” 

On the road … to grow up! 
Primary school ”C. Battisti” 

Class 5A 
 

Name: …………………….        Date:…………………. 

 
 

1. Read and match the words to the right definitions. 
 

 
 factory worker 

 

chimney 

 

factory 

 

partisan 

 

camera 

 

stream 

 
 

 
2. Write  T(true)  or F (false) 

 

The main activity at Bellora fabric was to apply patterns to fabrics and dye them.  …… 
 
Chimneys are generally made of black bricks.      …… 

 
Chimneys are typically horizontal.      …… 
 

The Bellora chimney isn’t an archeological relic.      …… 
 
Nowadays you can see rubbish and waste materials in the Arnetta stream.  …… 

 
 

3. Reorder the story. 

 
Luciano Zaro was only 20 years old when he died. 
 

A fascist soldier knocks at his door. 
 
24

th 
November 1944, it’s late evening. Luciano  Zaro is at home with his mother.  

 

Member of a group which fights against fascism 

during the second world war 

A small river 

A device used to take photographs 

A pipe to expel smoke out of a building 

A building or place where industrial processes take 

palce 

A person who operates a machine in a factory 
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While he is getting dressed behind a curtain… 

 
        
 

4. Put a tick next to the right objects. 
 
What’s on the table? 

 
 Soup spoon  bottle of water  shoe   knife 
 

 Mobile phone  glass   fork   plate 
 
 Napkin   jacket   trousers  olive oil 

 
 

5. Answer  

 
Where is Souhaib from?     ……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Where are Leo’s parents from?  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Where is Gilulia’s mum from?   ………………………………………………………………………….  

 

Where is Colomba’s dad from? ………………………………………………………………………….  

 

How many boys are there in your class? ……………………………………………………………….  

 

How many girls are there in your class? ………………………………………………………………….  

 

How many students are there in your class? ……………………………………………………………. 

 

What do you want to be when you grow up? …………………………………………………………… 
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Easy version for students with learning difficulties (read by the teacher) 
5.Listen and write  T (true) or F (false) 
 

 

Souhaib is from Morocco.    ……. 

 

Leo’s parents are from Albania.  ……. 

 

Giulia’s mum is from Romania.  …… 

 

Colomba’s dad is from Chile.  …… 

 

In my class there are 20 boys.  …… 

 

In my class there are 5 girls.   …… 

 

In my class there are 19 students. …… 

 

Complete 

When I grow up I want to be a ……………………………….. 

 
   

 

 

 


